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WELL KEPT
Jewish Cemetery Association serves as 

safety net for cemeteries in need   
By David Snyder | Photo by David Stuck

DID YOU KNOW there is an 
organization devoted to watching
over the gravesites of our loved ones?

Formed in 1998, the Jewish Ceme-
tery Association, an arm of The 
Associated: Jewish Community Fed-
eration of Baltimore, is responsible
for helping to oversee 10 area ceme-
teries. The JCA also functions as an
information source for those in the
community with general questions
about burial plots, headstones and
more. 

Steve Venick, JCA president since
2004, estimates that a large number
of once shul-owned cemeteries will
require assistance from the JCA in
the near future. 

Venick, also the president of Fram
Monument Co. Inc., spoke with the
JT about what the JCA does and why
its members are so passionate.  

JT: What are the major functions
of the JCA?

VENICK: To manage and maintain the
cemeteries that we own and operate.
When I say manage and maintain, that
includes grass cutting, landscaping,
headstone repairs and any general
maintenance. One of the things we try
to do is perform constant mainte-
nance a few times a year, not letting
situations build up where there are
several overturned headstones. [We’re]
also an oversight committee for the
community if anybody has a question
or a concern, whether it’s a JCA
cemetery or not. 

Describe the condition/status 
of local cemeteries before the 
JCA assembled.

In 1998, when the JCA was formed,
our goal and function was just to 
be an oversight committee. What
started happening about 2001 [was]
we were getting approached by ceme-
teries that didn’t have an actual shul
behind them, and they were just
[backed by] a lodge or an organiza-
tion, and the members who were left
were all aging. They came [to us]
with their concerns of what would
happen when they passed on. We
quickly shifted gears and got into a
role of actually owning and operating
cemeteries. … We actually acquired
the land, transferred the deeds over,
and we are responsible for the future
care of those cemeteries. 

Who is on your board?

Our board of directors is comprised

of representatives in the community
who manage their individual shul 
organization’s cemetery. Everyone 
involved has a vested interest and is
in the know about cemeteries. It
brings a wealth of knowledge to 
the table. … We are all volunteers. We
[dedicate] all our time, energy and 
resources so that others can rest 
assured that the dearly departed’s final
resting place is properly cared for. 

Is this fulfilling for you?

One of the biggest mitzvahs is an act
you cannot be repaid for. One of the
best examples of this is chesed shel
emet, the act of burying and caring
for the deceased. It is so meaningful.
… I do think that this is one of the
main reasons that we all dedicate our
time to the JCA. 

Do you think more cemeteries 
will need JCA assistance?
We did a survey where we analyzed
each cemetery and gave them a rating
as to the likelihood that they would 
require JCA assistance … based on
who was currently managing it, an 

active or inactive shul. ere are 
approximately 15 to 20 cemeteries
that we anticipate in the next 10 to 15
years needing JCA assistance. We
don’t actively seek out cemeteries.
We’re not going out and trying to get
more cemeteries. We’re really here as a
forum and as a place where aging ceme-
teries without management can come. 

Like a safety net?

Exactly. It’s a fallback for cemeteries. 

Do a lot of people assume 
that the cemetery staff will
provide the upkeep for their
loved ones’ headstones?
One of the biggest misconceptions in
this industry is something called per-
petual care. Perpetual care sounds like
it would be perpetual, and if any prob-
lem you would have, [the cemetery]
would be responsible. Perpetual care is
a one-time fee that is paid at the time
of the lot purchase. Its sole purpose is
to take care of the grass cutting … It
doesn’t cover repairs of overturned or
leaning headstones. at becomes the
family’s responsibility. We do annual
headstone straightening. One thing I

do is meet with the caretakers, walk
through each of our cemeteries and
make a list of any headstones that have
leaned or toppled over. We then auth-
orize those headstones to be fixed. It’s
something that’s not required on our
end but something that we do for the
greater community. 

The JCA employs a computer
database of its cemeteries. 
How does that enhance what 
you already do?
Just as technology is improving in most
other industries, there is computer so-
ware now that actually does mapping of
each particular gravesite. While our
board … is very knowledgeable and
knows all of our cemeteries’ ins and
outs, we are not going to be around for-
ever. By creating an online computer
database, we are creating something for
the next group of JCA members. … If
they need to sell a grave, they will be able
to see what plots are available. … It [also]
gives Sol Levinson & Bros. Funeral
Home access to any information.  JT
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Steve Venick anticipates 15 to 20
cemeteries requiring JCA assistance
over the next 10 to 15 years. 

On The Ground
The JCA oversees 10 cemeteries 
in the Baltimore area: 

• Hebrew Friendship Cemetery,
Baltimore 

• Adath Israel Cemetery, Baltimore 
• Posvohler Friendly Society Cemetery,  
Baltimore 

• Bnai Ruben Cemetery, Rosedale
• Hebrew Benevolent Cemetery,  
Baltimore

• Jewish War Veterans Cemetery, 
Rosedale

• Ohel Yaakov Cemetery, Rosedale 
• Shomrei Shabbos Cemetery, 
Baltimore 

• Beth Shalom Cemetery, 
Taylorsville 

• Adath Yeshurun, Rosedale*

*Pending

For a listing of Jewish death 
and burial services, visit 
jewishtimes.com/burial.


