
Last week Congregation
Shearith Israel hosted a special
Shabbos honoring the memory of
Rabbi Avraham Yosef Rice, z”l,
the first musmach to serve in the
United States and founding Rav of
the spiritual predecessor of
Shearith Israel. 

This special Shabbos and the
subsequent Sunday gathering
were enhanced by the participa-
tion of the Rosenberg family of
Monsey, direct descendants of
Rabbi and Rebbetzin Rice.
Programing included davening at
Shearith Israel, a kiddush on
Shabbos morning sponsored by
the Rosenberg family, and a
shalosh seudos. 

Rabbi Rice arrived in America
in 1840 to serve as a Rav to the
masses of Jews who were immi-
grating at that time. He waged a
bitter battle against the Reform
movement, fighting valiantly for
shemiras Shabbos and other
mitzvos. In 1851 he founded a
small, strictly Orthodox minyan in
his home in Baltimore which
eventually grew into Shearith
Israel Congregation, which led to
the development of today’s
Baltimore Torah community. 

He also established the only
all-day Jewish school in America;
and acted as posek for the entire
United States. 

Although Rabbi Rice felt that
he was losing the battle and that
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Mr. Avraham Yosef Rosenberg, Mr. Alexander Weil, Harav Yaakov Hopfer,
Harav Shaya Taub, Mr. Yechiel Rosenberg, Rabbi Dr. Moshe Lasson and Dr.
Robert Lehman, at the melaveh malkah held in memory of Rabbi Avraham
Yosef Rice.

the future for Torah in America
was  bleak, he actually laid the
groundwork for today’s flourish-
ing Torah community in
Baltimore and beyond through
his many struggles. 

Over the years, the tomb-
stones of Rabbi and Rebbetzin
Rice fell into disrepair. At the ini-
tiative of Mr. Alexander Weil and
Dr. Robert Lehman,  Mr. Steve
Venick of Fram Monument was
kind enough to fabricate and
install new matzeivos at no
charge. The gravesites have
recently been renovated and a
new mechitzah (gate) installed
around the kevarim, dedicated by
the Rosenberg family. 

“It was an honor and a privi-
lege for Fram Monument to
donate and replace the faded
matzeivos for Rabbi and
Rebbetzin Rice,” said Mr. Venick.
“The original marble matzeivos
had begun to deteriorate, causing
the inscriptions to become illegi-
ble. We replaced them with two
individual granite matzeivos on
one large granite base. And we
installed a new concrete founda-
tion to ensure that the matzeivos
remain level for years to
come. The original marble
matzeivos were placed in front of
the new ones, and now cover the
graves. These matzeivos should
help preserve the legacy that
Rabbi Rice created for future
generations who will come to pay
their respects to the first
ordained Rabbi in the United

States.”
Mr. Alexander Weil explained

his motivation for the project: 
“Harav Rice was the first to
implant in the New World an
absolute loyalty to Torah. He lived
a life of devotion to halachah and
mesorah, without wavering at all.
It is important to recognize that
Baltimore’s strong Torah basis all
started with one man who left his
mark on the city with
greatmesirus nefesh.”

On Motzoei Shabbos, a
melaveh malkah organized by Mr.
Eli Schlossberg included inspiring
speeches by Harav Shaya Taub,
Rav of Khal Arugas Habosem, and
Rabbi Dr. Moshe Lasson, as well
as zemiros and niggunim. A rare
collection of sefarim, letters and
other items related to Rabbi Rice
was displayed. These items had
recently been donated by Mr. and
Mrs. Harry Green of Los Angeles,
who also attended the Melaveh
Malkah.

At the Sunday morning break-
fast, Harav Yaakov Hopfer com-
pared Rabbi Avraham Rice to
Avraham Avinu, who followed
Hashem’s command of “lech
lecha” by leaving his homeland to
spread the Name of Hashem in
new lands. 

“We see what has happened;
we see this vital community, with
children who are being taught
Torah, and have a love for Torah.
We must keep fighting when we
know that something is right, and

not give in, even if we do not see
success right away.”

Harav Shaya Taub stressed the
beauty of Congregation Shearith
Israel, which serves as an inspir-
ing memorial to the lifework of
Rabbi Rice.

“B’ezras Hashem, when we go
to greet Moshiach, Rabbi Rice will
see this kehillah and we will be
proud to tell him, ‘These are the
families that grew up in
Baltimore, on the zechus of your
foundation.’”

Mr. Yechiel Rosenberg, whose
wife is a sixth-generation descen-
dant of Rabbi Rice, commented
that Rabbi Avraham Yosef Rice
bore the names of two people in
Tanach who are known for their
unyielding devotion to the
Ribbono shel Olam. 

Following the breakfast, the
participants drove to the
Baltimore Hebrew Cemetery,
located on Belair Road in
Baltimore, to say techinos and
Tehillim with a minyan at the
newly renovated kever. 

“It was very inspiring to wit-
ness the great honor being
accorded to Rabbi Rice, with the
restoration of his kever,”
remarked one participant. “We
hope that this event will stand
l’iluy nishmoso, and help us appre-
ciate the mesirus nefesh of Rabbi
Rice and others who laid the foun-
dation and enabled us to serve the
Ribbono shel Olam in our wonder-
ful kehillos.”
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HaRav Yaakov Hopfer, HaRav Shaya Taub, Rabbi Yisroel Reznitsky and
others davening at the kevarim of Rabbi and Rebbetzin Rice in Baltimore
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